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ASSOCIATED PRESS
n Brussels

The European Union and
Britain on Friday ramped up
pressure on Russia over its
war on Ukraine, targeting

Moscow’s energy sector, shadow fleet
of aging oil tankers and military intel-
ligence service with new sanctions.
“The message is clear: Europe will not
back down in its support for Ukraine.
The EU will keep raising the pressure
until Russia ends its war,” EU foreign
policy chief Kaja Kallas said after the
bloc agreed its new measures, includ-
ing a new oil price cap. Kallas said it’s
“one of its strongest sanctions pack-
ages against Russia to date” linked to
the war, now in its fourth year.

It comes as European countries
start to buy US weapons for Ukraine
to help the country better defend
itself. Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy welcomed the new mea-
sures, describing them as a “timely
and necessary” step amid intensified
Russian attacks. “All infrastructure of

Russia’s war must be blocked,”
Zelenskyy said, adding that Ukraine
will synchronize its sanctions with the
EU and introduce its own addition-
al measures soon.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov brushed off the EU move, say-
ing that “we consider such unilater-
al restrictions unlawful”. “At the same
time, we have acquired certain immu-

nity from sanctions. We have adapt-
ed to living under sanctions,” Peskov
said in a conference call
with reporters. 

“We will need to analyse the new
package in order to minimise nega-
tive consequences from it.” The UK
has Russia’s spies in its sights  The UK,
meanwhile, imposed sanctions on
units of Russia’s military intelligence

service, GRU. Also added to the list
were 18 officers the UK said helped
to plan a bomb attack on a theatre in
southern Ukraine in 2022 and to tar-
get the family of a former Russian spy
who was later poisoned with a nerve
agent. Hundreds of civilians shelter-
ing in the theatre in Mariupol were
killed in March 2022, shortly after
Russia invaded Ukraine. 

“GRU spies are running a cam-
paign to destabilise Europe, under-
mine Ukraine’s sovereignty and
threaten the safety of British citizens,”
UK Foreign Secretary David Lammy
said.  NATO also condemned Russia’s
cyberattacks, saying in a statement
that “we will respond to these at a
time and in a manner of our choos-
ing, in accordance with internation-
al law, and in coordination with our
international partners including
the EU”. 

Targeting Russian energy interests
The European Commission, the EU’s
executive branch, had proposed to
lower the oil price cap from $60 to
$45, which is lower than the market

price, to target Russia’s vast energy
revenues. The 27 member countries
decided to set the price per barrel at
just under $48. 

The EU had hoped to get major
international powers in the Group of
Seven countries involved in the price
cap to broaden the impact, but the
Trump administration could not be
brought onboard.  Oil income is the
linchpin of Russia’s economy, allow-
ing President Vladimir Putin to pour
money into the armed forces without
worsening inflation for everyday
people and avoiding a currency col-
lapse. A new import ban was also
imposed in an attempt to close a loop-
hole allowing Russia to indirectly
export crude oil via a number of non-
EU countries.

The EU also targeted the Nord
Stream pipelines between Russia and
Germany to prevent Putin from gen-
erating any revenue from them in
future, notably by discouraging
would-be investors. Russian energy
giant Rosneft’s refinery in India was
hit as well.
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ASSOCIATED PRESS
n Berlin

Germany deported dozens
of Afghan nationals to
their homeland on

Friday, the second time it has
done so since the Taliban
returned to power and the first
since a new Government pledg-
ing a tougher line on migration
took office in Berlin. 

The Interior Ministry said a
flight took off Friday morning
carrying 81 Afghans, all of
them men who had previously
come to judicial authorities’
attention. It said in a statement
that the deportation was carried
out with the help of Qatar, and
said the Government aims to
deport more people to
Afghanistan in the future.  More
than 10 months ago, Germany’s
previous Government deported
Afghan nationals to their home-

land for the first time since the
Taliban returned to power in
2021. Then-Chancellor Olaf
Scholz vowed to step up depor-
tations of asylum-seekers.

New Chancellor Friedrich
Merz made tougher migration
policy a central plank of his
campaign for Germany’s elec-
tion in February.

Just after he took office in
early May, the Government sta-
tioned more police at the bor-
der and said some asylum-
seekers trying to enter Europe’s
biggest economy would be
turned away.

Deportation was
carried out with the
help of Qatar,
Government aims to
deport more people
to Afghanistan 

India calls for time-bound UNSC reforms
ASSOCIATED PRESS
n Vancouver

ACanadian man has been
charged with hijacking a
small plane after he

caused a security scare at
Vancouver’s   airport this week. 

The Royal Canadian
Mounted Police said Thursday
Shaheer Cassim, 39, has been
charged with hijacking, consti-
tuting terrorism, over the inci-
dent Tuesday that saw the North
American Aerospace Defense
Command scramble F-15 fight-
er jets before the plane safely
landed. The RCMP said he

seized control of a Cessna at
Victoria International Airport
on Vancouver Island by threat-
ening a flight instructor, before
flying about 40 miles (64 kilo-
meters) to Vancouver. 

“Investigators have deter-
mined the suspect acted with an
ideological motive to disrupt air-
space,” said Sgt. 

Tammy Lobb in a statement
late Wednesday. A man with the
same name and who resembles
Cassim posted on social media
that he was a “messenger of
Allah” and a “Messiah” sent to
save humanity from climate
change. He said “the Angel

Gabriel appeared before me and
gave me a message from Allah.”
Cassim’s last post warns about
“abrupt runaway global warm-
ing” that will cause humans to
go extinct within a few years.

Cassim said in the post that
he is “Sam ,” who runs the blog
that describes itself as a place
where contributors “all share a
deep concern about the way cli-
mate change is unfolding in the
Arctic and the threat that this
poses for the world at large.” His
Facebook profile says he was
employed from 2008 to 2010 by
now-defunct KD Air, a small air-
line based on Vancouver Island. 

Canadian man charged with
hijacking a small plane PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

n New York

India has called for urgent
and time-bound UN
Security Council reforms

while reiterating its strong com-
mitment to the implementation
and review of the “Pact for the
Future” agreement to strength-
en global cooperation.

Speaking at an informal
dialogue on Thursday, India's
permanent representative to
the UN Ambassador
Parvathaneni Harish also
stressed the importance of
coherence with G20, World
Trade Organisation, World
Bank, and IMF processes. The
Pact for the Future is a United

Nations agreement adopted at
the Summit of the Future in
September 2024, aiming to
strengthen global cooperation
and address current and future
challenges. “We must particu-
larly ensure dedicated attention
to critical reform areas, especial-

ly the UN Security Council
expansion and international
financial architecture reform,
where progress has been insuf-
ficient,” he said. 

As regards to UN Security
Council reforms, the “majority
agree that the body should be

reflective of the current geopo-
litical realities” and enhance the
“Council's credibility,” he said
while emphasising the need to
“resist efforts by those who seek
to maintain the status quo.” 

India has been at the fore-
front of the years-long efforts to
reform the Security Council,
saying it rightly deserves a
place as a permanent member
of the Council, which in its cur-
rent form does not represent the
geo-political realities of the
21st Century. 

In his remarks, Harish said
India remains committed to
working collaboratively with
all stakeholders to ensure the
effective implementation of the
pact and its annexes. “India

believes the 2028 review should
be results-oriented and for-
ward-looking,” he said while
delivering remarks at the third
interactive informal dialogue on
the review of the Pact for the
Future agreement.

Harish also presented a copy
of the Hindi translation of the
Pact for the Future to UN
General Assembly President
Philemon Yang, Permanent
Mission of India to the United
Nations posted on social media.
The Pact for the Future covers
a broad range of themes, includ-
ing peace and security, digital
cooperation, human rights,
gender, youth and future gen-
erations, and the transforma-
tion of global Governance. 
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